Living Will

A living will states that you do not want your doctor to use
death-delaying procedures when you are near death. Death-
delaying procedures include the use of a ventilator, dialysis
and tube feeding.

A living will deals only with the use of death-delaying
procedures when you are terminally ill and does not involve
appointing another person to make decisions for you. A
power of attorney for healthcare allows you to appoint a per-
son to make decisions on any type of healthcare procedure.
You also can use the power of attorney for healthcare to state
your desires about death-delaying procedures.

Your Decision

How do you decide whether or not to sign a living will or
power of attorney for healthcare? It is a little like deciding
whether or not to have a will. If you sign a will, you know
that your property will go where you want and you can name
an executor of your choice. If you do not sign a will, then
under law, your property goes to your closest heirs in the
law’s “best guess” about what you want. If your intentions
are different, the law’s solution is not your best solution.

For example, imagine an individual who has been in a serious
automobile accident and is in a coma. Usually, healthcare pro-
viders talk with the closest family members about treatment,
but sometimes it is necessary to appoint a guardian to make
these choices.

Now imagine that the person will never recover from the
coma. Who makes the decision about stopping the respirator
or artificial feedings? Under Illinois law, these decisions can
be made by the patient’s family, in a specific priority:

® Court-appointed guardian

= Spouse

= Adult child

= Parent

® Adult brother or sister

® Adult grandchild

® Close friend

® Court-appointed guardian of the estate

If there is more than one family member in the same category,
then the decision must be made by the majority. For example,
if there are three adult children, then two of the three must
agree. In making healthcare decisions, the family members or
friends must try to come to the same decision that the patient
would have.

For More Information

We encourage you to discuss any questions about your care
and treatment with your physician and the other physicians
who care for you during your stay at Northwestern Memorial
Hospital. The following individuals also are available to
assist you:

Patient Representatives
312-926-3112

Case Management (Social Work)
312-926-2272

Chaplains
312-926-2028

Trusted Web Sites

Aging with Dignity
www.agingwithdignity.org

Illinois Department of Public Health
www.idph.state.il.us/public/books/advin.htm

Illinois State Medical Society
WWW.isms.org

Northwestern Memorial Hospital
www.nmh.org

If you need assistance, feel free to ask your nurse.

Northwestern Memorial Hospital
251 E. Huron St.

Chicago, IL 60611

312-926-2000
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